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THE 

SURPRISING  ADVENTURES 
Of  the  Renowned 
BARON  MUNCHAUSEN. 

-/VbOUT  the  beginning  of  his  present  Majesty's 
reign,  I  had  some  business  with  a  distant  relation, 
who  then  lived*  on  the  Isle  of  Thanet ;  it  was  a 
family  dispute,  and  not  likely  to  be  finished  soon.— 
J  made  it  a  practice,  during  my  residence  there, 
the  weather  being  fine,  to  walk  out  every  morning. 
After  a  few  of  these  excursions,  I  observed  an  object 
on^  a  great  eminence,  about  three  miles  distant; 
I  extended  my  walk  to  it,  and  found  the  ruins  of 
an  ancient  temp'e .  on  the  eastern  end  were  the 
remains  of  a  lofty  tower,  near  40  feet  high,  over- 
grown with  ivy,  the  top  apparently  flat :  I  surveyed 
it  on  every  side  very  minutely,  thinking  that  if  I 
could  gain  its  summit,  I  should  enjoy  the  most  de- 
lightful prosptft  of  the  circumjacent  country.  

Animated  by  this  hnpe,  I  resolved,  if  possible,  to 
gain  the  summit;  which  I  r»t  length  effected  by 
means  of  the  ivy,  tho*  not  without  great  difficulty 
ind  danger.  The  top  I  found  cohered  with  this 
ever-green,  #xcept  a  large  chasm  in  the  middle. ~ 
Curiosity  prormp-ed  me  to  scund  the  opening,  in 
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spicion  that  it  might  probably  communicate  with 
some  unexplored  subterranean  cavern  in  the  hill ; 
but  having  no  line,  I  was  at  a  loss  how  to  proceed; 
After  revolving  th«  matter  in  my  thoughts  for  some 
lime,  1  resolved  to  drop  a  stone  down,  snd  listen 
to  the  echo  ; 'which  I  bad  no  sooner  done,  than  I 
heard  a  rustling  below,  and  suddenly  a  monstrous 
eagle  pui^up  its  h;  d  right  opposite  my  face;  afd 
rising  up  with  irresistible  force,  carried  me  away, 
seated  on  its-shcu'ders.— I  Instantly  gr^  p  d  it  round 
the  neck,  which  was  large  enough  to  \\1  my  arms* 
tmd  its  wings,  when  extended,  were  ten  yards  from 
one  extremity  to  the  other.— As  it  arose  with  a 
regular  ascent,  my  seat  was- perfectly  easy,  and  I 
enjoyed  the  prospect  below  with  inexpressible  plea- 
sure,— It  hovered  ^v^r  Margate  for  some  time, 
then  directed  it  course  to  Dover-cii#,  where  it  a- 
lighted,  and  I  thought  cf  discounting,  but  was 
prevented  by.  a  sudden  discharge;  of  musketry  from 
a  party  of  marines  that  werexx;rcislng  on  the  beach.  ■ 
It  instantly  re- ascended,  and  flew   ver  ever  the  sea 
towards  Caiats ;  but.  so  very  high,  that  the  Channel; 
to  be  no  broader  than  the  Thames  at  London-bridge. 
In  a  quarter  of  an  hour  I  found  myself  over  a  thick 
wood  in  France,  where  the  eagle  descended  very 
rapidly,  which  caused  me  to  slip  down  to  the  back 
part  of  its  head ;  but  alighting  on  a  'large  tree,  and 
raising  its  head,  I  recovered  my  se^t  as  before,  out 
saw  no  possibility  of  disengaging  myself,  v-ithout] 
the  dang  r  of  being  killed  by  the  fall  •  so  I  deter- 
mined,  to  sit  fast. —  After  resting  a  few  minutes, 
it  to.  k  wing   md  proceeded  —In  three  days  I  s  uv 
the  rock  of  Gibraker  very  distinctly. —  The  day 
being  clear,not'\vitUnanding-my  degree  of  elevator 
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the  earth's  surface  appeared  just  like  a  mip,  where 
laad,  sea,  -lakes,  rivers,  mountains,  and  the  like, 
were  pei  f>c"i<y  distinguishable ;  and  having  som^' 
.knowledge  of  geography,  I  was  at  no  k«ss  to  deter- 
mine what  part  of  the  globe  I  was  in  —My  eagle, 
however,  proceeded  $md  looking  before  me  with 
Inexpressible  pleasure,  I  observed  that  he  was  p>,e> 
paring  to  alight,       :desc<fndf d  c  -  the  top  of  a  very 
high  mountain. — At  this  t-ims  the  moon,  far  distant! 
in  the  west,  and  obrcured  by  dark  dolids,  but  j  ist 
sffordel  light  sufficient  to  discover  a  kind  of  shrub- 
bery all  around— ■  The  eavgle  began  to  ktgg^ff 
against  the  shrubs ;  I  endeavoured  to  keep  my  seat, 
but  was  soon  thrown  to  some  distance  among  ttc 
[bushes.  —  In  attempting  to  rise,  1  put  my  hand  on 
|a  large  "hedge- hog.  'which  happened  to  lie  among 
the  grass  upon  its  back :  It  instantly  closed  round 
>ny  hand,  so  that  I  found  it  impossible  to  shake  it  off. 
I  struck  it  several  times  against  the  ground  without 
pffccl :  but  while  I  was  thus  employed,  I  heard  a 
rustling  among  Kit  shrubbery,  and  locking  upy 
1  saw  a  huge  aninnl  within  three  yards  of. me!  I 
pould  make  no  defence,  but  held  out  both  my  hands, 
when  k  rushed  on  me,  and  seized  that  on  which 
the  '  hetfge'hog  was  fixed.  —  My  hand  being  toon 
relieved,  i  ran.  to  some  distance,  .where  I  saw  the 
creature  suddenly  drop  down  -and  expire,  with  the 
"'ledge- hog  in  its  throat  H~ As  soon  as  day  appeared, 
;he  eagle  lied  off,  and  I  travelled  to  the  town,  in- 
Mn'ding  far  Rome.  —  I  travelled  post,  and  finding  ' 
ky$e|f  in  a  narrow  laoe/bade  the  postillion  give.ai 
jgnai  with  his  hom^  thit  orfier  travellers  might  not  • 
1  beet  us  in  the  narrow  passage. —He  blew  with  all 
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not  make  the  horn  sound,  which  w^s  unaccountable 
and  rather  unfortunate ;  for  scon  after  we  found 
another  coach  coming  tile  other  way  :  there  was 
no  proceeding;  however,  I  get  out  of  my  carriage, 
and  bong  ptctry  strong,  placed  it,  wheels  and  all, 
on  my  head :  1  then  jumped  over  a  Hedge^bolK 
nine  feet  h^h  (whkh,  considering  the  weight  of 

j  tlie  coach,  was  rather  difficult)  into  a  field,  and 

;  came  out  again  by  another  jnmp  into  the  read  be* 
yond  the  other  carriage. — I  ther;  went  back  fbhthfe 

ij  horses,  and  plscmg*one  cn  my  head,  and  the  other 
tinder  my  left  arm,  by  the  same  mean*  brought 
\hem-  to  my  coach,  and  proceeded  to  an  inn  at  the 
end  of  cur  stage,  —  After  we  arrived  aE  the  inn, 
ny  postillion  and  1  refreshed  tiurs elves  :  he  hung 

;  his'horn  on  a  peg  near  the  kitchen  fi  e,  and  I  i£t 
on  the ,  other  side.  —  Suddenly  we  heart!  a  Tereng  I 
tere|g1  tengi  teng !  We  looked  round,  and  no  w 
fotlnc  the  reason  the  postillion  had  not  been  able 
t&  sound  his  horn  ;  his  tunes  were  fn  zen  up  in  it, 

I and  c;me  otv:  now  by  thawing,  plain  enough,  and 
much  \o  the  credit  of  the  driver,  so  tint  the  honest 
fellow  .cn/crtair.ed  us  for  some  time  with  a  successive 
variety  cf  tunes,  without  putting  his  mouth  to  the 
'  horn,  t>  our  great  astonishment ! 
i  at  length,  arrived  at Jlome,  after  flay- 

ing a iiort  while  there,  I  set  off  from  Rome  on 
-  a  jouftey  to  Russia,  in  the  midst  of  winter,  on  horse-* 
bai.Sps  tlve  most  convenient  manner  ef  travelling. 
J  Ws  but  lightly  clothed,  and  itf  this  1  felt  the 
:  inenver-uence,  vhe  more  I  advanced  tiorth  east.— 
jCarity;i  however,  induced  hi*  10  throw  my  msnt'e 
.  |^r_jan  old  c^n>  Ipvg  a!mt)st  uak^,  en  able^k 
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common  in  Poland.— At  length  night  and  darkness 
overtook  me;  no  village  was  to  be  seen  :  and  the 
country  was  covered  with  snow  — Tired,  I  alighted, 
and  fastened  my  horse  to  something  like  a  pointed, 
stump  of  a  tree,  which  appeared  above  the  snow ; 
and  lay  dawn  on  the  sno#,  where  I  slept  so  soundly, 
that  I  did  not  open  my  eyes  till  full  day-Iight. — 
Conceive  my  astonishment,  to  find  mysdf  in  the 
midst  of  a  village,  lying  in  a  church  yard  —  My 
horse  was  not  to  kje  seen  ;  but  I  heard  him  soon 
after  neigh  somewhere  above  rug, —  On  looking 
upwards,  I  beheld  him  hanging,  by  his  bridle,  to 
the  weather  c©ck  of  the  steeple.  —  Matters  were 
now  very  plain  :  the  village  had  been  covered  with 
snow  over  night;  a  uiddtn  thaw  had  taken  place; 
I  had  sunk  down  gently  to  the  church  yard  as  thi 
snow  had  nicked  away  ;  and  what  in  the  dark  I  hud 
taken  to  be  a  stump  of  a  tree,  appearing  ab</ve 
the  snow,  proved  to  have  been  the  weather- ci>ck 
of  the  steeple!  I  tock  one  cf  my  pistols,  shotth^ 
bridle  in  two,  brought  down  the  hone,  and /pro- 
ceeded on  my  journey. 

I  was  at  Count  Przabosky's  noble  country  seat, 
in  Lithuania  ;  and  being  at  tea,  I  remain^  with 
the  ladies  in  the  drawing-room,  while  the  j^ntle- 
men  were  down  m  the  yard,  to  see  a  younghorse 
of  blood,  which  was  just  arrived  from  the  sod.-— 
We  h&ard  a  noise  !  i  hastened  down  stairs,  snd 
found  the  horse  so  unruly,  that  nobody  dursttp- 
prqaeh  or  mount  him —  At  m$  leap^I  was  ont\s 
b^fk,  took  him  by  surprise,  and  v.orked  him  quiy 
Into  gentleness ,#nd  obedience.  To  shew  rny  horsey 
manship  to  the  l*dies;  I  forced  him"  to  leap  in  afi^ 


(  7  ) 

one  of  the  windows  of  the  drawing-room ;  walked 
round  several  times,  pace,  trot,  and  gallop ;  and, 
at  last,  made  him  muuyt  the  tea-table,,  there  to 
repeat  his  kssons  m  a  style  which  was  exceedingly 
pleasing  to  the  iadies;  for  he  performed  them  amaz- 
ingly well  and  did  not  break  a  single  cup  or  saucer ! 
Thts  noble  Lord,  with  his  usual  politeness,  begged 
1  would  accept  of  this~~young  horse,  and  ride  him 
to  conqjest  and  honojr,  in  the  campaign  against 
the  Tur  ks,  which  was  soon  to  be  opened,  under 
the  command  of  Count  Munich. 

Some  years  before  my  beard  announced  ap- 
proaching^manhood,  I  expressed  a  strong  desire  of 
ecing  the  world,  from  which  I  was  discouraged 
iy  my  parents.  —  A  cousin,  by  my  mother's  side, 
took  a  liking  to  me,  and  was  ranch  inclined  to  gra* 
tif;  my  curiosity.  —  His  elrqaence  had  more  efFccY 
thai  mine,  for  my" father  consented  to  my  sccom- 
panung  him  in  a  voyage  to  the  Island  of  Ceylon, 
and  we  sailed  from  Amsterdam.—- The  only  circum- 
stance which  happened  on.our  voyage  worth  notice* 
was  he  Wonderful  effects  of  a  storm,  which  had  torn 
up  b)  the  roots  a  great  number  of  trees  of  enorm- 
ous hiji,  that  had  been  carried  by  the  wind  so  high, 
that  ifzy  appeared  like  tae  feathers  of  small  birdi 
floatjtg  in  the  air ;  for  they  were  at  3en$t  five  miles 
ibotf  the  earth  !  Ho\vrv*f>  as  soon  as  the  storm 
suyded.  they  all  fell  perpendicular  !nro  their  re.- 
ijftive  places  ?nd  to*  k  root  again,  except  the 
Jrgest  wh  zfi  happened  when  it  was  blown  into 
ie  air,  to  h.-vc  a  man  arid  his  wife  en  its  branches, 
gathering  cucumbers,  whxh  here  grow  on  trees ! 
The  wrei£ht  of  this  couple,  as  the  tree  descend*  d, 
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overbalanced  the  trunk,  and  brought  it  down  ijj 
a  horizontal  position  :  It  fell  upon  the  chief  man  of 
the  Island,  and  killed  hun  on  the  spot,  to  tbts?  great 
joy  of  the  inhabitants ! 

On  my  return  to  England,  i  bad  occafion  to 
go  down  to  Wapping  to  ice  fqm#  goods  Hipped 
for  Hamburgh  :  -after  that.  I  took  the  Tower  W  naif 
in  my  way  back.    I  was  fo  much  fatigued,  that  I 
1  Hepped  into  one  of  the  cannon  to  compof<*  me, 
where  I  fell  fa  ft  ufleep.    This  was  shout  noon;  I 
it  was  the  fourth  of  June:  at  one  o'  clock,  the/ 
cannon  were  difcharged  in  memory  of  the  day  ;  ancf 
1  was  (hot  over  the  houfes,  on  the .oppofite  fide  a 
the  river,  into  a  farmer's  yard,  where  I  fell  upm 
a  large  hayrack,  without  waking,  and  centinicd 
there,  in  a  found  iVcep,  uU  hay  became  fe  tx^nva-. 
gamly  dear,  (which  was  about  three  montr\g  afcrj 
that  the  farmer  found  it  his  intereft  to  fenl  his  : 
whole  (lock  to  market:    The  ffeck  I  was  reeling 
upon,  was  the  largeft  in  the  yard,^ontainingabove 
590  load  ;  they  began  to  cut  that  full,    1  ^al-;-J 
with  the  voices  of  the  people,  who  hid  afeoded 
the  ladders  ,  to  begin  at  the  top,  and  got  up,  totally  i 
ignorant  of  my  htuation:  In  attempthg  ro  run  j 
away,  I  fell  on  the  farmer  to  whom  the  jay  he-  f 
longed,  and  broke  his  neck,  yet  receive'  ec  in- 1 
jury  niyfeif! 

Thus,  have  I  related  the  moll  m:$refth>Wt  J 
of  my  adventures. 

FIN   I  & 


